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1. Section 35-Voting by Means of Voting Machines
(1) In order to facilitate the casting and counting of votes, voting machines
equipped with independent registers may be used instead of ballot papers,
envelopes and ballot boxes.
(2) Voting machines within the meaning of Paragraph (1) above must
guarantee the secrecy of voting. They must be officially licensed in their
design to be used at elections to the Bundestag for individual elections or
on a general scale. The Federal Ministry of the Interior shall decide on the
licensing of a voting machine on the application of its manufacturer. The
use of an officially licensed voting machine shall be subject to approval by
the Federal Ministry of the Interior. Such approval may be pronounced in
respect of individual elections or with general effect.
(3) The Federal Ministry of the Interior shall, by means of statutory
ordinance not requiring the endorsement of the Bundesrat (Council of
Constituent States), be authorized to issue detailed provisions on:
1. the prerequisites for the official approval of the design of voting
machines as well as for the withdrawal and revocation of the approval,
2. the official approval procedure governing the design,
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3. the procedure governing the examination of a voting machine for
conformity with the officially approved design,
4. the public testing of a voting machine prior to its use,
5. the procedure governing the granting of official permission for the use
of a voting machine as well as the withdrawal and the revocation of the
permission,
6. the special points that have to be borne in mind in connection with the
election as a result of the use of voting machines.
In the cases specified in numbers 1 and 3, the statutory ordinance shall be
issued in agreement with the Federal Ministry of Economics and
Technology.
(4) Section 33 subsection (1), first sentence, and subsection (2) shall apply
as appropriate for the operation of a voting machine.
. Headnotes:
1. The principle of the public nature of elections emerging from Article 38
in conjunction with Article 20-1 and 20-2 of the Basic Law (Grundgesetz —
GG) requires that all essential steps in the elections are subject to public
examinability unless other constitutional interests justify an exception.
2. When electronic voting machines are deployed, it must be possible for
the citizen to check the essential steps in the election act and in the
ascertainment of the results reliably and without special expert knowledge.
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1. Section 33-Preservation of the Secrecy of the Ballot

(1) Measures must be taken to ensure that the voter cannot be observed
while marking his or her ballot paper and folding it. Ballot boxes used for
the reception of the ballot papers must ensure the preservation of the
secrecy of the ballot.

(2) A voter who is illiterate or who due to a physical handicap is prevented
from marking the ballot paper, from folding it, or from placing it into the
ballot box himself or her-self may be aided by another person.
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1. Electronic voting complex — automated complex GAS “Vybory”, designed
for carrying out of electronic voting, automated counting of voters,
referendum participants, establishment of voting results and preparation of
protocol of precinct election commission of election results.

2. Electronic voting — voting without paper ballots with the use of automated
complex GAS “Vybory”.

3. Electronic voting — voting without paper ballots with the use of automated
complex GAS “Vybory”.

4. 9. The Central Election Commission of the Russian Federation shall:

a) ...

b) Develop standard quotas for technological equipment (voting booths,
voting boxes) for precinct commissions, approve these standard quotas,
and exercise control over observance thereof, and arrange for the
placement of orders for manufacturing of such technological equipment
during elections to the federal bodies of state power /referendum of the
Russian Federation.

5. Inside the polling station there shall be stationary ballot boxes. The functions
of stationary ballot boxes may be performed by vote-counting machines,
including programmed technical complexes for processing of ballots. During
electronic voting complexes for electronic voting shall be used.

6. During elections, referendum with the use of complex for electronic voting
an electronic ballot is used. The form and text of electronic ballot shall be
approved by corresponding commission not later than in 20 days prior to
the voting day and shall meet requirements stipulated by Clauses 5-10 of
this Article. In case of repeat voting the text of electronic ballot shall be
approved by corresponding commission together with taking the decision
on conduct of repeat voting.

7. Electronic voting may be conducted during elections, referendum instead
of voting with the use of paper ballots. Decision to conduct electronic
voting is taken by the Central Election Commission of the Russian
Federation or on its instruction by corresponding election commission of
the subject of the Russian Federation. The order of electronic voting,
counting of votes of voters, referendum participants and establishment of
voting results for election precinct, referendum precinct, the form of the
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protocol of precinct commission of voting results, as well as specifics of
establishment of voting results and results of elections, referendum by
superior commissions with account of results of electronic voting are
established by the Central Election Commission of the Russian Federation.

1. The order of use of technical equipment for vote counting, electronic
voting complexes, technical system of information transfer, order and
terms of transfer, processing and use of information on elections,
referendum, including the data of protocols of voting results transferred via
technical communication channels in electronic format shall be established
by the federal law, and in the part not regulated by the federal law — by the
Central Election Commission of the Russian Federation.

2. Fedkt)eral Law on the State Automated System of the Russian Federation
"Vybory".

3. Electronic Voting System and Vote Counting
Article 59. The voting and the counting of votes shall be made through an
electronic system, and the Superior Electoral Court may authorize, in
exceptional cases, the application of the rules established in Articles 83 to 89.
Paragraph 1. Electronic voting shall be made through the number of the
candidate or party, with the name and photo of the candidate and the name
or acronym of the party appearing on the panel of the voting machine; the
noun designating the position the candidate is running for shall be
expressed in the appropriate gender (male of female) according to the case.
Paragraph 2. In the voting for proportional elections, those votes for which
it is not possible to identify the candidate, provided that the number of the
party identifier is entered correctly, shall be counted towards the party.
Paragraph 3. The electronic ballot shall display the screens for proportional
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elections first and then those for majority elections.
Paragraph 4. The electronic ballot box shall have features that allow the
digital registration of each vote and the identification of the ballot box that
received the vote through a digital signature mechanism, yet maintaining
the anonymity of the voter.
Paragraph 5. It shall be incumbent upon the Electoral Justice to define the security
key and the identification of the electronic ballot box mentioned in Paragraph 4.
Paragraph 6. At the end of the election, the electronic ballot box shall digitally
sign the voting file generated with the use of timestamps and a ballot box
bulletin file so as to prevent the substitution of votes and the changing of
voting records regarding start and end times of the voting process.
Paragraph 7. The Superior Electoral Court shall make electronic ballot
boxes available to voters for training purposes.
Article 60. The electronic voting system shall consider it a party vote if the
voter inserts only the party number when voting for a given position, and
only for that party shall that vote be assigned.
Article 61. The electronic ballot box shall record each vote, assuring it
secrecy and inviolability, and political parties, coalitions and candidates
are hereby granted the right for broad oversight of the process.
Article 62. Only those voters whose names are on the voting sheets for that
station may vote in Polling Stations where the electronic ballot box is
adopted. The exception referred to in Article 148, Paragraph 1 of Law No.
4,737, 15 July 1965 (Electoral Code) does not apply.
Sole paragraph. The Superior Electoral Court shall regulate the possibility of
failure in electronic ballot boxes that may impair the regular voting process.
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